


 
 

    

   
   

 
   

   

    
    
    
      

 
  
   
    
  

  

 

 

 

 

    

 

Remote Pond and Acid Outlet Programs have documented significant reductions in sulfuric and nitric 
acids in our water. 

How Can We Reduce Acid Rain? 

The impact of acid rain has lessened in recent years, largely due to legislation such as the Clean Air Act 
which limited the amount of pollutants, such as sulfur dioxide, that could be emitted. This has prompted 
a slow, partial recovery of New Hampshire’s surface waters from the impacts of acid rain. 

While some improvements have been documented, the influence of acid rain is far from over. 
Conserving energy to reduce the need for fossil fuel burning will go a long way toward reducing acid 
disposition. Here are some tips for reducing your energy needs: 

 Turn off lights, computers and other appliances when not in use. 
 Use energy-efficient lighting, air conditioners, heaters, refrigerators, washing machines, etc. 
 Only use electric appliances when you need them. 
 Keep your thermostat at 68 F in the winter and 72 F in the summer Conserve more energy at 

night and when you’re away from home. 
 Insulate your home. 
 Carpool, use public transportation, or better yet, walk or bicycle whenever possible. 
 Buy vehicles with low nitrogen oxide emissions, and keep vehicles well maintained. 
 New Hampshire residents have options when it comes to choosing an electricity provider. 

Consider switching to an energy provider or program that utilizes renewable resources. 

Other Resources 

NHDES Acid Rain Status and Trends Report 

NHDES Acid Rain Status and Trends Summary Sheet 

Trend in pH values of precipitation collected at NHDES through the Rooftop Rain Program, 1972 – 2013. 

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/publications/wd/documents/r-wd-15-5.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/documents/acid-rain-report-summary.pdf

