
LSD Use in 1990 
 
In 1990, an estimated 5.3 million Americans aged 12 and older had used LSD at some 
point in their lives, and roughly 1 million were "current" users, defined as having used it 
within the past year. These estimates are from the National Household Survey on Drug 
Abuse (NHSDA), conducted annually by the National Institute on Drug Abuse.  

Key survey findings from 1990 
• Lifetime use: Approximately 5.3 million Americans aged 12 or older reported 

having used LSD at least once. 

• Past-year use (current users): About 1 million people were considered current 
users. 

• Methodology: The NHSDA data was collected from a representative sample of 
9,259 individuals from the household population.  

Contextual trends for LSD use in the 1990s 
• LSD's popularity declined throughout the 1980s, but a resurgence began in the 

early 1990s, particularly among Caucasian middle-class high school and college 
students. 

• By 1993, a survey of high school seniors found a 25% increase in lifetime, 
annual, and monthly LSD use rates compared to the 1985–1990 average. 

• Later in the decade, LSD became a popular "club drug" associated with the 
burgeoning rave scene 

 


