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GE FOOD & YOUR HEALTH

A significant percentage of processed foods purchased today contain some genetically
engineered (GE) food products.  As a result, each day, tens of millions of American
infants, children and adults eat genetically engineered foods without their knowledge.
 Consumers have no way of knowing what foods are genetically engineered because the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) does not require labeling of these products.
 What’s worse, the agency also does not require any pre-market safety testing of GE

foods.  The agency’s failure to require testing or labeling of GE foods has made millions
of consumers into guinea pigs, unknowingly testing the safety of dozens of gene-altered
food products.

The FDA, in its response to a lawsuit filed by the Center for Food Safety in 1998,
admitted in court that it had made “no dispositive scientific findings,” whatsoever, about
the safety of genetically engineered foods.  In other words, the FDA has given the
biotech industry carte blanche to produce and market any number of genetically
engineered foods without mandatory agency oversight or safety testing and without a
scientific showing that these foods are safe to consume.

Six Potential Human Health Concerns

Genetically engineered foods are different from other foods. Genetic engineering allows,
for the first time, foreign genes, bacterial and viral vectors, viral promoters and antibiotic
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